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TAFE FEES 
3. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Premier: 
On behalf of the member for Kingsley, I would like to acknowledge the year 11 and 12 student leaders and staff 
from Greenwood College who are here with us today in the public gallery. 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to getting more young Western Australians into TAFE 
and ensuring that they have the skills and training they need to get into the workforce. Can the Premier update the 
house on how Western Australians have responded to this government’s decision to make TAFE more affordable 
and halve fees for dozens of priority courses? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Joondalup. It was great to go to the TAFE college in the member’s electorate this morning. 
The member for Joondalup understands the value of TAFE to Western Australians, both young and old, around 
the state and how important it is as a training ground for people to get employment in good jobs across our community. 
That is why, when we arrived in office, one of our first acts was to freeze TAFE fees across Western Australia. 
We froze TAFE fees for four years to make it more affordable for our citizens to undertake a TAFE course. From 
1 January this year, using our good financial management, we then halved TAFE fees for 34 priority courses across 
the state. That has meant that there has been an increase of 20 per cent in enrolments in TAFE colleges across the 
state. In some courses, such as the certificate III in engineering fabrication trade, we are seeing enrolments up by 
86 per cent. The certificate IV in cybersecurity enrolments are up 85 per cent. Enrolments in the certificate III in early 
childhood education and care are up 40 per cent. I met a young woman this morning, Amy, who told the story of 
her circumstances. She was very grateful for the cut in TAFE fees because it allowed her to get into a hospitality 
course at North Metropolitan TAFE. That is the impact of what we have been doing—more Western Australians 
getting the skills they need to secure jobs in industries across the Western Australian economy. 
What did we see historically during the term of the last government? TAFE fees climbed by up to 500 per cent in 
many courses. Who was the minister? The Leader of the Opposition was the Minister for Training and Workforce 
Development, and she needs to explain why she did this to the students of Western Australia. Thus far, the Leader of 
the Opposition has been asked to release the relevant cabinet documents to explain the decision-making processes. 
She has refused to do so. She was asked about these issues during an interview with Gareth Parker on 6PR. I quote 
the transcript of that interview on 15 October last year — 

GARETH PARKER 
Right, but fees went up enormously under the Barnett Government. 
LIZA HARVEY 
They did… they did. They did. But… and we held it steady because we wanted to maintain the TAFE 
enrolments. But we… 
GARETH PARKER 
You held it steady after you hiked them. 
LIZA HARVEY 
Yes. 

What is clear is that the party that supports TAFE, training and Western Australians getting jobs in Western Australian 
industries is Labor and it is this government. The evidence is there with the 500 per cent increase in TAFE fees 
under the Liberals and Nationals versus our government, which has not only frozen fees but also cut them for 
34 courses, resulting in a 20 per cent increase in enrolments this year. Mr Speaker, that is delivering for 
Western Australians. 
 


	TAFE FEES

